"The Uni corn"
A short play

by
Jason Hal |

Jason Hal |

PO Box 832

Marietta OH 45750

E-mai |l : jasonhal | 26@nuai | . com

Copyright 2009 Jason Hal



THE UNI CORN

Two tables. SL sits RAY and TED, eating
lunch. SR sits GAIL and PAM dri nking
cof f ee.

RAY
Hey Ted. You're from accounting. What do you think of Jeneen?

TED
Jeneen from accounting?

RAY
No, Jeneen fromthe planet Neptune. Yeah, Jeneen from
account i ng.

TED
She’ s cool .

RAY
I know she’s cool, but what do you think of her |ooks?

TED
She’ s hot.

RAY
Yeah, that’s what | think.

GAI L
It's too ridicul ous.

PAM
Tel | nme anyway.

GAI L
You won't believe it.

PAM
Try ne.

TED
| thought you re already seeing...?

RAY
Gai |l ?

TED
Yeah.

GAI L
Al right:

RAY

Li st en:



RAY GAl L

Her e’ s what Her e’ s what

happened between happened bet ween

me and Gail. me and Ray.
GAl L

He cones swaggering into ny apartnent--
RAY

I go over to her place, just |ike usual--
GAl L

And he’s got that dunb aninmal | ook on his face, all innocence

and |ight--

RAY GAI L

And she is pissed. And | am pi ssed.

RAY
And | don’t know why.
GAl L
And he knows why. You can tell he knows why.
RAY
I know it was sonething, |I just don’t know specifically what.
PAM
Was this about that tinme--?
GAl L
He did it again!
PAM
He did it again?
RAY

So I'’mtrying to figure out where all this pissiness is
com ng from

GAI L
Then cones the i nnocent man act- -
RAY
And she won't tell ne, and I'mall |ike--
RAY GAI L
“What'd | do? “What'd | do?
VWhat'd | do?” What'd | do?”
PAM

Wiy do you put up with hinf



GAl L
And pretty soon |I'myelling--

RAY
Then she’s yel ling--

GAl L
Then he’s yel ling--

RAY
So I'’myelling--

TED

That’s a | ot of yelling.

RAY
And | still don’t know what | done. So then | say Al R ght,
Stop. Tell you what. Let nme nake it up to you

GAl L
So you admt it.

RAY
Admt what?! We're always fighting. Wiy’'re we al ways
fighting? What’s it gonna take for you to stop being nmad at
me?

GAI L
What do you gotta do, you nean?
RAY
Yeah, let’s start there.
GAI L
To make it up to ne?
RAY
Sur e.
GAI L

You gotta do sonething so big, so extraordinary before |I'd
even begin to consider to take you back.

RAY
Tell nme what.

GAl L
The usual bunch of flowers won’'t cut it this tinme, Ray. The
gesture won’t conpare. If you want nme to take you back, you
gotta do sonething pretty mracul ous.

RAY
So what al ready?



GAl L
Al right, buster.
(Turns back to Pam
| said, You wanna cone back, you need to get ne--

RAY
(Turns back to Ted)
She says, You need to get ne--

RAY GAI L
A uni corn. A uni corn.
PAM TED
A uni corn? A uni corn?
TED
Those are expensive.
RAY
Ted, they don't exist. They' re inmaginary.
TED
OCh. Uni corn. Yeah.
GAl L

| said, show ne how nuch you' re sorry, bring ne back a
uni cor n.

RAY
So | said, Ckay.

GAl L
And I’ mli ke, bup-bup-bup-BUP! And Ray, | want a rea
unicorn. | don’t wanna unicorn toy, | don’t want a unicorn
poster, | don’t want a pony with a paper towel tube taped to
its head. | don’t want a unicorn figurine or coloring book or
paperwei ght. | don’t want a J-PEG or a WKkipedia article on a
unicorn, | don’'t want a poem about a unicorn, | don’'t want a
m x tape inspired by unicorns. For you to nmake this up to ne,
you need to find ne a real, live, flesh and bl ood, horn-
spouting, grass-eating, big-eyed beautiful unicorn!

RAY
So | said, okay. And | leave and | go to the flower shop,

‘cause I'’mthinkin, even if she says she doesn’t want

fl onwers, she probably does. And I'’m Il ooking at all the

fl owers--she likes the red ones, roses and stuff--and |’'m
trying to think where I’ m gonna get a unicorn. You know tal
order. And | look at the red flowers, and it’s |like waving a
flag in front of a bull, | start to get mad. And | think, why
am| doin this? So | get out of that flower shop and | start
headi ng downt own.



I"mstill bull-like mad and soon |’ m wal ki ng down that bl ock
with all of the skeevy shops | don’'t usually pay attention
to. And | stop in front of one just to take a breath and
chill, and I"mthinkin” how ridiculous it all is. And how
much noney |’ ve spent this year on red flowers. And this tine
| have no idea why she’'s so angry. Her reason--the point of
all this--is as elusive and as hard to grab as this freakin’
uni cor n!

And I'’mthinkin about all this and | |ook up at the w ndow,
and alnost as if by magic, | see it.

GAI L
So | hear nothin” from Ray, but two days later this box
arrives in the mail

Gail takes out an open box and shows it

to Pam
TED
What’' d you see?
RAY PAM
The Uni corn. (Reading it)

“The Unicorn.”

PAM
“Utimate sex toy. Replaces any man.” Om god.

RAY
Wth a little card saying, “Go fuck yourself.”

GAl L
|’ mkeeping it. As a substitute for Ray, it’s actually a step
up. And it vibrates.

Gail pushes a button; HUVM NG fromthe
box.

RAY
And that is why |I'm asking about Jeneen. You think she's
seei ng anyone?

TED
Who? Jeneen from accounti ng?

RAY
Jesus Ted, sonetines | think there's sonething wong with
you.

Li ghts fade. End scene.



