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ACT ONE - SCENE ONE
Lights rise, mnimally.

In the half-light, a dormtory-styled
roomis visible, late 1990s and nul e.
The roomis in slight disarray, with

cl ot hi ng, soda cans, and other detritus
scattered about.

It’s habitable, wth a desk and chair,
TV and vi deo gane system bookcase and
single bed visible. A few novie and
band posters serve as wall decor.

One door leads to a small offstage

bat hroom and an entry door stands
opposite. Part of the back right wall
is transparent, built of something Iike
pl exi gl ass. The opposite side is dark.

An AUDI O RECORDI NG pl ays. Each | anguage
presented by the GU DI NG VO CE,
nonsensi cal as it sounds, nonethel ess
has the consi stency of communi cati on.

GUI DI NG VO CE
Mboose keegawscoom to noskendo resomaschnurp bento. Soom
cavi ntrow so pookl epoppl e, eedy rah be sinkortow.
(A bell DINGS.)

The next recorded voice is a series of

et hereal high frequencies, like
whal esounds conbined with a string
secti on.

GUI DI NG VA CE
MeeeEEEEeeeeecceEEEEEEEEEEeeceeecceEEEceEEEEEEeeceeee. NMEEEE
ceeEEEEEEEEeeeeeeececeeEEEEEee, NEEEEEeeeeeeeEEEEEEee.

(Ding!)

Next, a gutteral sl obbering noise,
gutteral and forceful.

GUI DI NG VO CE
BW.AHH bwahbl | ah grawl bl ahbl ah grub BLAAAHbl abw ah bl ah. Bl ah
Grawhl b grah do bl ah GRAH bl ah, Bw ah grab bl ah dee bl ah.

(Ding!)

GUI DI NG VO CE
Wel cone to Quadrant Five Intergal actic Zoo, sponsored by
Rei gel Seven. If you choose to listen to the audio guide in
Earth English, press the red button now.

(Ding!)



And the sane nessage, now in a | anguage
based on hi gh-pitched “nobops” and
“meeps.”

GUI DI NG VO CE
Moop neepneep noop noop MEEP nobop neep noop. Mop MEEPMEEP
noop nmeep noopnoop neep Meep neep, nNDOP nNeepneep Nnoop.
(Ding!)

The recording returns to the first
nmessage and repeats the sequence.

GUI DI NG VO CE
Mboose keegawscoom to noskendo resomaschnurp bento...

As the sounds and dings continue, a new
noi se adds to the nix: the BUZZI NG of
an al arm cl ock.

Under the bl ankets of the bed, an
i nhabitant stirs. This is CARTER

CARTER
Anwwwr RRRAH!

Light floods the room as if on a
timer. The sl eeper burrows under the
bl ankets. Al arm and voi ce sounds
conti nue.

A nmonent, then a hand reaches from
beneat h the bl anket and funbl es about
the night stand where the al arm cl ock
sits. The hand finally finds a renote
control, points it at the clock--about
si x inches away--and pushes a button.

The buzzing stops. The hand drops the
renote and returns to bed.

The recording |oop cuts off and a new
nmessage pl ays.

GUI DI NG VO CE
(Ding!)
Thank you for choosing Earth English | anguage. Pl ease scan
the identification plate in front of each exhibit for nore
information. Please scan the identification plate in front of
each exhibit for nore information. Please scan the
identification plate...

The bed’ s occupant shoves off the
bl ankets and sits upright.



This is CARTER BEASE, 25. He is not a
nor ni ng per son.

CARTER
Anwwr- RRRAH

GUI DI NG VO CE
Pl ease scan the identification plate in front of--

(Ding!)

GUI DI NG VO CE
You are viewing the Earth Human. The earth human is an
energetic species, populating nost of the regions of its hone
pl anet. The human transports itself on two appendages call ed
| egs and speaks and consunes with its face hole, known as a
nmout h.

As the Quiding Voice continues, Carter
begi ns his day. He manages to push

hi nsel f out of bed, throws a faded
bat hr obe over his t-shirt and boxers,
stretches, scratches and yawns, and
shuffles into the bathroomto relieve
hi nsel f.

GUI DI NG VO CE
Human life systemis carbon-based, and exists within an earth
at nosphere of oxygen, nitrogen and carbon di oxi de. The
speci es contains male and fenmal e organisns, and fertilization
can occur within seconds. Contrary to popul ar belief, the
earth femal e does not eat the earth nale after mating. The
average human male life span is seventy-point-two earth
years, while the human femal e’ s average i s seventy-three-
poi nt-five years.

Carter continues to putter around,
shovi ng sone cl ot hes under the bed and
attenpting to do push-ups.

GUI DI NG VO CE

This human is named Carter Bease. He is a male fromEarth’s
North American region. Carter Bease is twenty-five earth
years ol d, which places himin young adul thood. He enjoys
playing with a sphere called a basketball and participating
in ganmes of visual coordination with a television unit and a
Pl aystation 2.

(Ding!)
You are viewng the Earth Human. The earth human is an
energetic species...

The Quiding Voice repeats its speech.

GAX enters the roomcarrying a covered
tray.



Dressed in smart business attire, Gax
has an unfl appabl e, energetic deneanor.
He sets the tray down, smles at
Carter, and launches into a cheery pep
tal k--but in an alien | anguage.

GAX
Mont eekru noray sneeval ora bl ossom Mecool ar be shnorinten
ver gerble au shnook shnook. .

Gax continues, the CGuiding Voice
continues. Carter holds his head in
frustration, and signals for Gax to
stop. Gax tal ks throughout.

CARTER
Wait, wait! | don’'t have ny ear thing in.
(M m ng)
No ear thing, no translator, just wait!

Carter searches the room on the fl oor,
on the desk, in the bed. Gax conti nues
to chatter.

Carter finally finds a small object on
top of the TV set.

CARTER
Al right, just a m nute!

Carter clips the object to his ear, and
at that nmonment Gax’s speech transitions
fromalienspeak to English

GAX
(Conti nui ng)
... Pazkinny mai g ronpa neescoot bandaneeko nore exciting. |
said | would talk with you, see what suggestions you m ght
have to renmedy the problem D d you sleep well in your bed
devi ce?

CARTER
My bed device was fine, but it’s been a LI TTLE LOUD t oday,
thank you. WIIl you tell themto turn that off?

GAX
It is the third day in our cal endar cycle. Tine for Shnostik
to test the audi o voice.

CARTER
It’s tested. Tell Shnostik to turn it off.
(yells at ceiling)
Turn it off!



GAX
Gui di ng voi ce plays okay? Shnostik is a bit of a
perfectionist.

CARTER
Yes, it plays fine.
(G ves thunbs-up)
Shnosti k! Good job, buddy! Now turn it off!

GAX
You insult Shnostik with that finger?

A beat, and then Carter understands the
conf usi on.

CARTER
No, this is a thunb. This is a good sign. Tell him-tell him
@uiding Voice is fine and we want it to go away now.

Gax addresses the ceiling.

GAX
Okay, Shnosti k! Human tells you all is good wi th Guiding
Voi cel

The voice stops in m d-speech.

CARTER
That oughtta hold himtill next cal endar cycle.

GAX
It is nore quiet now W take it down a notch.

CARTER
Question. Wiy do you bother with English on the voice guide
when no one on Earth knows this zoo is out here?

GAX
Answer: The English speech only plays during your exhibit, to
gi ve zoo patrons the sound of your |anguage. Al of the facts
are correct, yes?

CARTER
Yeah, | guess so. And why did you keep tal ki ng when you knew
| didn't have ny ear translator in?

GAX
| thought perhaps you woul d enjoy | earning another |anguage.

CARTER
No t hanks.



GAX
Think: | could teach you. We could converse in ny native
Venusi an, w thout your earpiece.

CARTER
Pass. |Is this ny breakfast?

Carter lifts the cover of the tray,
revealing an inpressive plate of eggs,
bacon, and toast. He nibbles as the
conversation continues.

GAX
Yes, | asked to deliver it. Me, I'"'ma student at heart. |
want to know how t he human t hi nks, how t he human tal ks.

CARTER
Here’s how the human eats.
(Taking a new bite)
And it’s good. Hard to believe it’s not the real thing.

GAX
The real thing is a matter of context. It’'s real, just not of
your earth. The eggs cone fromthe space hens of Persei
Three, the bacon fromthe star beasts of vector nine, and the
toast nmade by the good people fromthe hellpit planet.

CARTER
Very clever, those hellpit people.

GAX
But today |I deliver nore than a tray of food materials. Today
| deliver inportant news.

CARTER
| figured you were here for a reason. What’'s up?
GAX
It is Zoo Director Scrouch. It is he who is up. He is
concerned with the visitor nunbers to the Human exhi bit.
CARTER
What about t henf?
GAX

They are down. Enbarrassingly down. The only zoo exhibit with
| ower visitor nunbers is the vapor cloud beings from Gaspar
Twel ve.

CARTER
Well...l don’t think it’s anything to worry about. W just
give it tinme, maybe pronote ne a little, and the nunbers wll
conme right back up



GAX
| amsorry, Carter Bease. You suffer froma del usion
CARTER
Now, | ook. |I'm sure you and Scrouch are overreacting. | think

maybe your standards are too high. Let’s go back to the
nunbers. Who's doing better than ne?

GAX
Perhaps if you attracted crowds the way the Terryphoi ds do.

CARTER
The Terryphoi ds? The Terryphoi ds | ook |ike puppies and shoot
| asers out of their eyes. How can | conpete with that?

Gax takes out sone index cards.

GAX
According to several recent visitor comrent cards, your
exhibit falls under the heading of “zoo disappointnents.”
Pat rons have called the Human di splay “boring,” “tedious,”
and “visually unattractive.” Under “interest to return,”
visitor average rates you a five.

CARTER
vell. ..

GAX
Qut of seventy. Visitors often find you asleep in bed,
staring at the television unit, or playing with the video
gane controller while staring at the television unit. It does
not make you a mnust-see exhibit.

Carter stands and feigns humlity.

CARTER
Look. | ama Hu-Man. | sleep. | eat. | watch TV. That is what
| do. I"'msorry if | don't fire lasers or hover when | wal k.
I wish | could.

GAX

Perhaps if you sinply tidied up your roomand yourself a
bit...

CARTER
Gax Gax Gax! You know better than that, you have an
Intergal actic Zoo degree! First rule is: don't nmess with an
animal s environnent. Humans need bat hrobes and TV sets to
thrive.

Carter pulls Gax to the door.



GAX
But Zoo Director Scrouch...

CARTER
You tell Scrouch not to worry. He’'s got an Earth Human in his
zoo, and that’'s enough to get people in the door.

GAX
But they want the Earth Human to be nore interesting!

CARTER
Sorry. W're just not an interesting race. ‘Bye now.

Carter closes the door on Gax. He
returns to the tray, takes sonme nore
food, and sits down across fromthe TV.
Wth a renote he turns the TV on, and
turns the gane systemon with his foot.

Vi deo ganme MJSI C plays. Carter stares
at the screen for a nonent, then with a
from turns the TV set off.

Munchi ng on toast and bacon, he noves
to the clear glass of the right wall.

The lights flood the adjacent space. A
form dabl e LI ONMVAN, hal f-man, half-
beast, presses against the glass, his
paws outstretched above him

CARTER
Hey Li onman.

LI ONMAN
Is that fried star beast?

CARTER
M hnmm Want some?

LI ONMAN

Yes.

Carter pushes a piece of bacon through

an airhole in the clear wall. Lionman
eats. The two converse, each on their
own Si de.

CARTER

Did you hear what happened over here?



L1 ONVAN
| hear nothing. | snell nmeat and | want it. Do you have nore
meat ?
CARTER
Yeah, but | want it.
L1 ONVAN
| want it.
CARTER
Tough. | want it and it’s m ne.
L1 ONVAN
I wll kill you. I wll kill you for fried neat.
Carter sighs and gets the | ast piece of
bacon. He breaks it in half and shoves
the hal f-piece over to Lionman
CARTER
I"’mgiving this to you because we humans |ike to share.
Renmenber that the next tine you threaten to kill ne. You
catch nore flies with honey than vinegar.
L1 ONVAN
I do not want honey or vinegar. Flies irritate ne.
CARTER
So Gax cane over just now. And I'mall |ike, Hey Gax, how s
it goin? And he’s all |ike, your nunbers are down, you're

not as popular as the | aser puppies, you need to attract nore
vi sitors.

LI ONMVAN
Wo is this Gax?
CARTER
Aw, conme on, you know The shapeshifter guy who hel ps run the
zoo. | call himGax ‘cause he rem nds ne of the guy on the
vi deo card ganes.
LI ONMVAN

He is the Lionman inpostor

CARTER
Sure, he takes your shape when he’'s talking to you. To ne
he’s just a human inpostor. He’'s not a bad guy, though.

LI ONMVAN
Wiy does this Gax appear?



10.

CARTER
That’s what I'mtelling you. He says |’ m not enough of a draw
for the visitors. | said to him “Hey, |I'’mhuman. That’s
enough of a draw right there.”

LI ONVAN
I am Li onman.

CARTER

Yes, you're a Lionman. And I'’ma human. W' re both
interesting. You ve got that jungle warrior-wild beast vibe
going for you, and |I'm a nenber of the nost advanced species
in the universe. Wiat’s not to |ike?

LI ONVAN
| cannot stay here.

CARTER
I"I'l tell you another thing: we' ve got it pretty good. Three
square neals and two snacks a day, satellite TV reception
that includes HBO and Ci nemax, a new gane or two dropped off
every couple nonths by interplanetary nmail. Not a bad
exchange for letting sone silly aliens gawk at you part of
t he day.

L1 ONVAN
I nmust escape.
CARTER
You're overreacting. I'’mtelling you, man, back on Earth you

couldn’t get a gig like this. On Earth, everyone expects
things fromyou. Punch the clock, go to school, work for the
man your whole life and then die drowning in bills. And here?
No bills, no school, no man.

LI ONMAN
Here i s Lionman.

CARTER
| mean man nan, |ike the boss.

LI ONMAN
Li onman shoul d not be here. Lionnman shoul d be hone.

CARTER
Aw, they gave you a decent pad, didn't they?

L1 ONVAN
No.

CARTER
Sure. Looks like African Veldt over there, lots of grass and
trees.
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LI ONVAN
My cage is fifty paces.

CARTER
So? My pad is probably the sane size, and |’ m not
conpl ai ning. And |’ve seen what they send your way at
dinnertime. There's gotta be twenty pounds of neat, just
handed to you.

LI ONVAN
(Wth disgust)
Yes. Handed, yes. On ny hone of Roartor, we kill our food.
Wth honor. This is disgrace.

CARTER
You need to lighten up.

LI ONVAN
I nmust escape, return to Roartor.

CARTER
Well, good luck with that. If you need ne, |I’'ll be over here
by the TV, watching sonething interesting.

Li onman prow s behind sone tall grass
and noves out of sight. Carter sits
across fromthe TV and ains the renote.
Bef ore he pushes the button, a curious
SCRATCHI NG sound is heard fromthe
entrance door.

Carter pauses, |ooks back at the door.
Not hing. He turns to the TV again, ains
the renote, and... nore SCRATCHI NG

Frustrated, he crosses to the door.

CARTER
This had better be good!

Carter opens the door, and ZOO DI RECTOR
SCROUCH barrels through. Scrouch is a
heavy-bodi ed alien, bureaucratic and

exotic at the sane tinme. He is not in a
good nood. Gax follows himin.

SCROUCH
Why did you not answer ny scratch? | had to scratch tw cel!l

CARTER
On Earth, people knock on doors, they don’t scratch.
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SCROUCH
Ri di cul ous!

GAX
Carter Bease, Zoo Director Scrouch would |ike to speak with
you.

CARTER
| can see that.
SCROUCH
You will hear ne too! Your translator device is working?
CARTER
Yes.
SCROUCH
Good. Then you will listen. Your visitation nunbers are
pitiable! Wiaat will you do?
GAX
(To Carter)

| told M. Scrouch that you are considering ways to generate
interest in the Human exhibit.

CARTER
Yeah, but that was five m nutes ago!
SCROUCH
(To Gax)
What did he say?
GAX
He said that was five Earth m nutes ago.
SCROUCH
Earth m nutes?! Wat of thenf?
CARTER
| haven’t had any tine to think.
SCROUCH
You have had anple tine! Are you not an advanced |ife fornf
(To Gax)
Is he not an advanced life fornf
GAX
He is.
SCROUCH

He wastes ny Saturnine tine! Prepare the space for nore
Terryphoi ds!
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Scrouch starts shoving cl ot hes and
posters onto the bed, pulling the
bl ankets up to form one bundle. Gax
tries to intervene.

CARTER
Hey!

GAX
My apol ogi es, Carter Bease. M. Scrouch has decided to use
this space for another Terryphoid exhibit.

CARTER
Stop! Where am | going to go?

SCROUCH
You are of no consequence!

GAX
You'll be placed in a transition tank.

CARTER
Aw, conme on! That's nothing but a holding cell! Let go!

Carter still struggles with Scrouch
who i s nessily packing everything away.

GAX
Perhaps this is a good tine to inform M. Scrouch about your
pl ans to generate interest in your exhibit.

CARTER
My plans? Ch. Right. Umm GOkay. Ckay, wait! | was thinking--
M. Scrouch sir? | was thinking--

Scrouch finally stops the packing to
glare at Carter.

CARTER
I was thinking, what if? Wiat if we...
(I mprovi si ng)
What if we...nounted a couple extra TV screens to the front
of the cage--

SCROUCH
For what purpose?
CARTER
Well, they would be hooked up to the video gane systemin

here and that way the visitors outside could see the gane |
was playing and they could cheer ne on. And it would be fun.
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SCROUCH
Pah! That is the trouble already. You watch too nuch TV
units. Mtion fail ed.

Scrouch w pes the desktop’s contents
onto the bed.

CARTER
Ckay! Ckay okay. How about... What if | made art? You know,
started drawi ng? Like | could nmake nmy own graphic novel, and
t hen post the pages onto the wall and everyone could read it.

SCROUCH
How does a human nmke art?

CARTER
Li ke this.

Carter goes to the desk, sits down,
grabs paper and pen, and starts
doodl i ng. Scrouch watches, then:

SCROUCH
You just sit there! That is not interesting! It is even |ess
interesting than when you sl eep! You think ne a fool!

CARTER
(Desper at e)
Not at all! Look, I'mtrying to find--

GAX
You nust offer sonething that appeals.

CARTER
I"mtrying! Look, maybe | could run a marathon in the m ddl e
of my room. ..

SCROUCH
(Still packing)
Pah!

CARTER
Ckay! You know what ? Fi ne!
(Starts to throw things on the
bed in a fit)
Because short of having a baby, | don’t know how |’mgoing to
conpete with all of those goddamn | aser-eyed puppi es that
everyone’s so fond of around here!

GAX
M. Scrouch..
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CARTER
Go ahead, throw ne in the holding tank, the transition
what ever, do your worst. You re not gonna have this human to
ki ck around any nore!

GAX

Is that not a fine suggestion, M. Scrouch?
SCROUCH

What ? Ki cki ng?
GAX

No. Qur human, Carter Bease, has suggested he has a baby.

This stops Scrouch in m d-pack.

CARTER
I did what?

SCROUCH
A human baby?

GAX
Correct. It would be an event.

SCROUCH
Are human babi es cute?

GAX

They’'re interesting. And fromwhat |’ ve researched, the
birthing process is attractively nessy.

SCROUCH
We could pronpote the addition. It would nake the visitors
curious to see a human baby.

GAX
Bei ngs woul d cone fromgeerlorps around just to see it.

Carter is a bit dazed.

CARTER
I never thought about being a father.
GAX
How difficult can it be?
SCROUCH
Yes. This is good. | am pl eased.
(To Carter)

HUVAN, | COMVAND YOU' CREATE A BABY!

Bl ackout .
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SCENE TWD

Gax checks the interior of a small
space cruiser, a cross between a mni
spaceshi p and Vol kswagon. The audi ence
shoul d be able to see its riders

t hrough the front w ndshield. Scrouch
wat ches Gax’ s noves.

SCROUCH
The gravity bal ance systemis in working order?
GAX
Yes, M. Scrouch.
SCROUCH
You have checked the boron thrust gauge?
GAX
I’ m checki ng that now.
SCROUCH
You have the intergalactic map with you?
GAX
Yes, sir. Please, M. Scrouch: relax. It will be a successfu
trip to Earth. We will retrieve a suitable mate for Carter
Bease and return.
SCROUCH

Must the human go with you?

GAX
I would advise it. He is the best subject to select a
heal t hy, conpati bl e partner.

SCROUCH
You nust stay in humanoid forml You nust not change into your
Venusi an shape. People will talk.

GAX
I under st and.

SCROUCH
And do not let the human out of your sight. | do not want him
to fleel

GAX

| shall be ever at his side. Carter Bease arrives!

Carter crosses to the ship dressed in a
silver space suit.
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He wal ks in a slownotion, stiff-|egged
gait like a noon astronaut.

SCROUCH
Why does he walk |ike that? He does not know how to wear the
space pants!

GAX
I's sonething wong with the space pants?

CARTER
No man, |'’mjust doing a little astronaut wal k. One snal
step for man..

SCROUCH

I do not understand the reference. Walk correctly or | shal
make you wal k correctly!

CARTER
(Drops the space wal k)
You need to | oosen up.

SCROUCH
(To Gax)
The ship is ready?
GAX
Yes sir.
SCROUCH
(To Carter)

You understand your m ssion? You are to return to your planet
and find a conpatible femal e of your species.

CARTER
Easi er said than done.

SCROUCH
Then you and the specinen return to the zoo with Gax, and
proceed to birth human babi es.

CARTER
Riiiight...
SCROUCH
Do you argue with ne?
CARTER
No, | get it. My ratings are down, so we add a kid. Sitcons

have been doing it for years. But what happens if | bring
soneone back and we can’t have kids?



18.

SCROUCH
You nust not fail! The ship is ready! Retrieve a fenmale. |
command you

CARTER

You conmand a | ot, you know that?

SCROUCH
(To Gax)
| expect reports. Begin your journey.

GAX
You can depend on ne.

Scrouch | eaves. Gax enters the ship.
GAX
Al right, Carter Bease. Qur mssion is nbst serious. Let us
begi n.

CARTER
Shot gun!

Carter junps into the ship.



